Epidural analgesia and anesthesia.
This review describes the beneficial effects of the use of epidural drugs for pre-emptive analgesia, intraoperative analgesia with an inhalant-sparing effect, and prolonged postoperative analgesia. Epidural morphine oxymorphone, or hydromorphone is recommended for use in small animals in combination with a local anesthetic of appropriate duration for procedures involving the hind end, although epidural morphine or hydromorphone may be more appropriate for procedures on the thorax and forelimbs. Side effects are few and can usually be easily managed, with the benefits outweighing any detrimental effects that might occur.